
An Important Announcement from Rev. Nori Rost  
 

 
Dear Loved Ones, 
In May 2008, this congregation voted to call me as your Settled Minister. I’ll never forget the elation of 

that day, the rowdy dinner with the Search Team and Board members at Phantom Canyon that night. 

It’s been, as I like to say, like Mr. Toad’s Wild Ride. 
I have loved being your minister, getting to walk with individuals, families, and the congregation as we 

passed mile-markers, some marked with tears, many with laughter. 
We have gone through so many things together, rallying for justice around issues of racism, misogyny, 

transphobia, homophobia, xenophobia. Together, we decided to become a Host Sanctuary congregation, 

put up a flag welcoming all, and draw a clear line in the sand of justice and equity. 
Together, we have shaped one another, have helped to mold whom we have become as individuals and 

as a congregation. We are in a place of health, strong leadership, and a great vision for what comes 

next. 
And it is from this place of strength, grace, and love that I want to share with you that I have accepted 

the Leader position at the New York Society for Ethical Culture. NYSEC is similar to Unitarian 

Universalism, except that it didn’t evolve from religion; it was formed as a secular ethical union by 

Felix Adler in 1875. The son of a well-known rabbi, Felix declared there was no need for a deity to live 

ethically and morally, and so the Society was formed. Over the years, other societies sprang up and they 

created an umbrella organization called the American Ethical Union. 
So, I will move to NYC in August, and starting my new position in September. My last service will be 

on June 13. 
While I love All Souls deeply and, in some ways, can’t imagine leaving, I know that this is actually the 

perfect time to do so, when All Souls is at a place of such strength and health, with such strong lay 

leadership and such enthusiastic involvement by so many of the members and friends. 
I am excited to see what new chapter you will write in the annals of All Souls history. I know you will 

continue to be a voice for justice, hope, wholeness. I hope you can join our Zoom worship service, this 

Sunday, May 16th, where I will talk more about this decision and how we are all poised for significant 

growth. 
With Deep and Abiding Love, 
Nori 
 

From Justin Lincoln, 

President of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 

We are all – as individuals, families, and communities–composed of stories. We communicate with 

each other through stories. Stories help create a sense of meaning in our lives. The story of All Souls 

contains all of the human experience in a microcosm, filled with struggle, resilience, joy, gratitude, 

tragedy, hope, and so much more. Rev. Nori has influenced the shape of that story in wide-ranging 

ways. So what does it mean to lose her? 
  
Upon learning of Rev. Nori’s departure, my first reaction was one of disbelief, then confusion, followed 

by deep sadness. Grief and loss often involve a collapse and distortion of meaning. Part of a healthy 

grieving process naturally involves a “reconstruction of meaning.” In that reconstruction experience, 

it’s important to work toward integrating the lessons of loss. For example, remember what you’ve been 

gifted from Rev. Nori? For me, one of the many gifts has been the introduction to Barbara Brown 

Taylor. A timely pearl of wisdom from her: “The real problem has less to do with what is really out 

there than it does our resistance to finding out what is really out there. The suffering comes from our 

reluctance to walk in the dark.” Those words have been oddly comforting and motivating. 
  



After hearing this news, the initial urge might be to flee to another congregation, stop attending All 

Souls, or continue attending but with less energy, less activity. I completely understand that urge. 

However, engaging in this process fully and authentically is an important part of existing and of 

growing! This may be a time of intense reflection, of experiencing and expressing intense emotions, of 

feeling as though we’re “walking in the dark.” It’s also, though, a time of great hope, of creativity, of 

recognizing and drawing from the incredible strengths with which we as a congregation create such a 

strong story! 
  
Recently, I’ve been reminded of what drew me to All Souls in the first place. Certainly, Rev. Nori was 

a tremendous inspiration. Other factors were crucial, too, though. The music, the energy of RE, the 

community. There have been marvelous guest speakers over the years. Just in the past several months, 

we’ve been inspired by the Revs. Roger Butts, Stephany Rose Spaulding, and Shawna Foster. We’re 

surrounded and supported by so many wonderful lay leaders. And then, there’s all of YOU! 
  
With Rev. Nori’s typical grace and leadership, we’ve already started the process of moving through this 

transition, and have a plan to secure an interim minister by Aug. 1 of this year. Yes, even in transition, 

Rev. Nori is helping us further our story. We’ll give you an update as to where we’re at in that journey 

at the Congregational Meeting on 5/23. If you’d like your voice included in this experience, please 

contact me. Join me in continuing to write the ongoing story of All Souls! 
 

 


